Poisonings and overdoses in the intensive care unit: general and specific management issues.
To provide current information on general and specific interventions for overdoses likely to require intensive care. Review of literature relevant to selected interventions for general management of overdoses and specific poisons. The benefit of interventions to decrease absorption or enhance elimination of toxins is limited to a relatively small number of specific agents. Antidotes and certain interventions may be helpful in preventing or treating toxicity in specific poisonings when used appropriately. Intensive supportive care is also necessary to achieve good outcomes. Knowledge of the indications and limitations of current interventions for poisonings and overdoses is important for care of the critically ill poisoned patient.